
Recognising a pressing need for an  

international response to the prevalence of 

these practices, and guided by international 

law and the principles of the Charter of the 

United Nations: 

 

1. We rea�rm that arbitrary arrests and 
detentions are contrary to international 
human rights law and instruments,  
including the Universal Declaration  
of Human Rights, the International  
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  
and other international and regional  
human rights instruments;  

 
2. We express grave concern about the use of 

arbitrary arrest or detention by States to  
exercise leverage over foreign governments,  
contrary to international law;   

 

3. We are deeply concerned that arbitrary  
arrest, detention, or sentencing to exercise  
leverage over foreign governments  
undermines the development of friendly 
relations and cooperation between States, 
international travel, trade and commerce, 
and the obligation to settle international 
disputes by peaceful means; 

 
4. We are alarmed by the abuse of State  

authority, including judicial authority,  
to arbitrarily arrest, detain or sentence  
individuals to exercise leverage over  
foreign governments. We call on States  
to respect their obligations related to a 
fair and public hearing by a competent, 
independent and impartial tribunal; 

  




